
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310-2600

TO
ATTENTION OF

71992 \ OD I 0 7

Army Environmental Office

Honorable John A. Boehner
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3508

Dear Congressman Boehner:

This.replies to your letter of June 22, 1992, to
Sacretary Cheney, concerning the possibility of Department of
Defense ordnance being disposed of in the Skinner Landfill in
Butler County, Ohio.

The U.S. Army corps of Engineers has recently completed
preliminary assessment studies for both the nearby former
Kings Mill Ordnance Plant and the former Sharonville
Engineering Supply Depot. Executive real estate transaction
records were searched during the studies.

Results indicate that the former Kings Mill ordnance
Plant was purchased from the Remington Arms Company in 1942.
Medium-caliber and small-arms ammunition were produced there
until 1944. The site was acquired by the U.S. Navy for
production of landing craft parts during 1944 and 1945. It
was then excessed. There are no records of using the Skinner
Landfill for ordnance disposal. The Corps of Engineers is
conducting an environmental restoration project at the site.
Should any information on ordnance disposal become available,
the Corps will immediately provide that information to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The former Sharonville Engineering Supply Depot was
operated from 1942 until 1947 when the site was turned over
to the War Assets Administration. Later the General Services
Administration (GSA) assumed control of the installation and
operated the site as the Sharonville GSA Warehouse Facility.
Typically ordnance was never stored at any engineering supply
depot. Hence, there are no records of ordnance disposal at
Sharonville.

The U.S. Army Technical Escort Center surveyed the
entire Skinner Landfill in 1976 for any signs of chemical or
explosive items. No evidence of disposal of such military
materiel was detected. Additionally, no records were found
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at the Army Chemical Research, Development and Engineering
Center concerning any ordnance disposal at the Skinner
Landfill.

I trust this information will be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

D. Glass
'colonel, Corps of Engineers
Chief, Army Environmental office

copies Furnished:

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Anny (Environment, Safety
and Occupational Health)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Attn: CEMP-RF
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntsville Division,
Attn: CEHND-ED-SY (Mr. Twing)
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i<» May
Operational Report - trip 119-76; fcesponss to the West Chester*
Ohio* Cbe»ie*l Land fill Incident

ware not the toxic chemicals listed la the preliminary information but
w«r* covnercial cheaicals used by tht ffublio Health Service and Had been
disposed of several yaars etc* Some explosives had been disposed of on
.the aite by detonation or burning A variety o£ Industrial chemical
vette* had been disposed of on the site. A search varrenr va« served
on the noraing of 11 M»y 76 by Butler County officials. The TOAIEC team
was taken to the area by the owner *s sons* The entire land fill area
was surveyed for any signs of toxic chsoieals, military nardvare, or
explosive device*. Hone were found. The Ohio SPA., TJS2PA» snd a local
suffocting eontractotf vith a bulldoser tad baekhee CSSM t»to the land
fill area* tt Chemical Alanw were set vp at the upviad eoetrol point.
Equipment operators were provided sftd fitted tilth M9 Field Protective
Masks «nd Instructed in their use and emr«enqr procedures. The tJiATIC
teaa provided continuous ttonitoring of the excavation operation for
Military chetaical or explosive devioes; none yete detected. The chemical
lagoon was uncovered approximately SO feet belov the suffaca* CTA offi-
cials obtsttxed samples of industrial chemicals *hich had been dumped in
the lagoon. The UfAXEC teaa continued to monitor the operation until
back-f illinj was accoaplished.

7 . Conclusion, fo evidence of disposal of notary chemical or esplo*
slve items was detscted* at the site >y this operation. Discussion vith
the owner/operator of the land fill supports this conclusion..

8.

a. The USA Technical Escort Cen».sr continue to be tasktd by appro- . J
priate h»*d<;uartets to provide this type .of assistance to maintain a () N

relationship vith the civilian oouawntty.

b. The USA Technical Escort Center continue to maintain thcix
expertise in tht *r«a of renderiAf assistance involving coattercitl
eheaioal eeeidents/incidents in civilian communities.

3 Incl CARt V.
1. Sequence of Ev«nc& M&J, CnlC
2. Fhoto$taphs of tVt« Commanding

Excavation Operation
3.



Sequence of sjgnifleant Events:

7* - JLSOO hra - arrived at ttolidty Ism, Ohio Re 4, near

2. 9 May 76 - 1800 hra - meeting vlth Mr, Dl£<etibach to be briefed on
the background and cyrrtnt actuation.

3. 10 M«7 76 » 0900 hts - veetiaf with federal »nd Stat* EfA
on the coureie of action*.

4, 10 May 76 - 1530 hre - Sfttrch Warrant w*» obtained by Ohio EPA
to entat the Sk.iwi«t property at 0900 hrs, IX May 76.

5. 10 May ?$ - 1900-2340 hts » attead̂ l l ftaeting vith SFA o€fl«Ult»
r«pres€stAtlv*t ftoa Chem Dyoa Corp, lawyers Cor the S1tttm«r*»
and the Skin&ar faaily.

6. 11 May 76 - 0830 br« - 9h*xif£ Wanton aatved tt« Search W**tant to
Vr, 5kltm«r at the entrance GO hia

7. 11 May 7$ • 0845-104$ hrt - OSA Tteh Escort Ctnter teaox, usia| Bine
and ehfta4e»l agent detactor», searched th« landfill for any poteatlal
hazardous axplotiva or chemical ta«it»tiali.

8. 11 May 76 - 1115 hrs - IlA ttarted eaaavatlon of the burial

9. 11 May 76 - 1115-1545 tas - liquid sl\id«e aad dnaw
official* took s«n?le« of the sludge and druo*.

10. 11 May 76 • 1545-1620 brs - excavated pita recov«*ed.

11. 11 May 76 - J1630 hr« - depart Skionar'a laad̂ Ul.

12. 12 May 76 - 0800-1100 hrs - cleaned and eftrviced all USA T«chni«al
Etoort Ceatex tquienent and protective clothing.

13. 12 May 76 - 1300 hrs - departed Weit Cheate*, Ohio.


